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THD TNTER=T P{lY’IRSiTY COUNCIL FQRBAST
ATRIEA ACFI“ woa,

A Ackof s Cﬂmmumty to pr omda.for tha astﬂbhshmem
ol the. Infersiflversity Council Ipr East Aftdtn. it for

offigl el A LS s,

ENACTED by the East African Conumunity and assented to

. by the Heads of State.

PART [ﬁPRELlMlN/\RY :

1. This Act may be utcd as the Inter-University Couucxl
FOI East Africn Act," 20009,

2. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

“Assembly” means the East African Legislalive
_ Assembly established by Auticle 9 of the Trealy;

“Audit Commission” means the Audit Commission
established by Article 134 of the Treaty;
* "Chairperson” means the Chairperson of the Executive
Committee provided for under section 10;
"Community” means the East African Community
established by Article 2 of the Treaty;
| 3
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"Council™ means the Inter-Universily 'Cpuncil tor
East Africa established by section 3;

“Council ol Ministers” means (he Council of
Ministers of - the East African Community
established by article 9 of the Treaty;

“Bxecutive Committee” means the Executive
Commitlee established under Section §;

"Executive Secretary’” imeans the Excculive Secretary
provided for under section 13; '

“financial year' means a period of twelve consecutive
months from st July to 30th June;

“member universities” means the member universities
of the Council provided for under seclion 5;

" "Partner Srates" means the United Republic of
‘Tanzania, the Republic of Kenya, the Republic
ol Uganda, lhe Republic of Rwanda, the
Republic of Burundi and any other counlry
granted membership to the community under
Article 3 of the Treaty;

“Permanent Secretary*” means a person occupying
position of Permanent Secretary in g Partner Stale,
or an equivalent position by whatever name called;

“Secretary General” means the Secretary General of
the East African Community;

“Treaty” means the Treaty eéstablishing the Enst
African Cominunity and any annexes and
protocols to il;

“Vice-Chairperson” means’ the Vice-Chairperson of -
the Governing Board provided lor under section
Ll
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“Vice-Chancellor™ means the exccutive head of a

member university by whatever name called and .

includes Direclor, Principal and Rectar.
PART L[——-_]Nﬁi‘jTU_T.um.f\L ARRANGEMEMNTS

3. (1) There is established a Council known as the [nter-
Umvermty Council for East Africa.

(2) The Council is a body corporate with perpetual
succession and a comman seal and may—,

'(a)- acquire, hold and dispose of movmble and
immovable property;

(b) sue and be sued in its corporale name; and

"(¢) do all other things as a body corporate [nay
lawfully do.

4, (1) The purpose of the Council is Lo advise the Partner
States on all matters rislated to higher education,

(2) Withoul limiting the generality of sub section (1),
the Council shall contribute to— -
(a) meeting national and senloml devt,lopmem
needs;
(b) developing guality assurance processes in
order.to ensure that teaching and research
, achieve and maintain interndtional standards:
(¢) assisting member universities identify and
implement good, practices in the management
of institutions and the use of resources;

“(d) " the development of human resource capacity in
all disciplines of higher education In the

commuuity; and

(e) promote eqml DppOlLLlﬂll.LC‘s for rlll students of
East A frica, including those wilh special nceds.
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Mejubership
ul Council

5. (1) The Council shall consist of—

(a) universities, university .colleges and other
degree-awarding institutions; and

(b)  such olher universilies, universily colleges and
degree awarding institutions as may from time to
time be established in the Community and’
admitted to membership by the Executive
Commitlee.

(2) The universilies, university colleges and other

~degree awarding institutions specified under sub- scctlon (1y

shall be member universities.

(3) The Council shall, from time lo time, publish a list
of member universities and their respective categorizalions,

(4) Membership of the Counecil shall be open to
universilies, university collecges and degrec-awarding
justitutions that fulfill the requirements under this seclion.

(5) A university, university college -or degree-
awarding institution in the Community desirous of becoming
a member of the Council shall | apply to the Executive
Secretary with such evidence ns may be required, to satisfy the
Executive Committee that it is properly incorporated in the
Partner State in which il is silualed and is pursuing objectives
proper to universities, university colleges and degree -
awaording institutions md subscribes (o the UbJCC[l\’Bh sel out
in section 6 of thiy Act.

(6) The Execulive Committee shall make rules to
govern the vetting of applications, admissions und lenminations
of membership as may be necessary.

(7) A university, universily college or other degree-
awarding institution that joins the Council subsequently shall
have the same status and privileges as the member universitics.

a
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(8) A member university which ceases lo bc a

universily, university colleges or dt:gT.'cc—ﬂwarding institution

_or which ceases to be incorporated as such, shall immediately
cease to be a member universily.

‘6. The funtctions of‘the Couoncil shall be to

(a)

(b)

ensure development of & comprehensive

electronic network linking roember universities, .

far use in supporting and promoling new methods
of ‘teaching ‘and learning information
dissemination by (he Council and between
member universities and research partocrs,

promote - collaboralive  yeséarch  and

development programirmues including the

following—

(i)  co-operative developmenl of
postgraduate courses and research [or
masters and doctoral programmes;

(i)  tacililation of (he development of centres
of advanced study, based on excellence in

research including he most effective use of

capacity utilisation on rationalised basis;

(i) creation and development of collaborative -

relationships with development partners
and existing organizations with similar
research objectives; and

(iv) - helping to establish o database on

Functions al’
Coueil

research capacily and current activities

in the Communily;

“ensure the establishment of quality assurance

through—
7
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(d)

(i)

(if)

(iif)

(iv)

(v)

the facilitalion of harmonised entry
standards in partnership with the Partner
States’ accreditation - councils,
examinalion boards and - relevant

university bodies;

the development, in partnership with the
national higher education conunissions
and accreditation councils, of criteria for
agsessing standards and assuring the
quality of teaching antl’ research in the
Community-through advice on qualily
assurance mechanisms, ways ol self
evalualion and comparability of degrees;

promaotion, modernisation and

harmonisation of university curticula in
the Communily;

nssisting governmenls and universities to
identify the main causes of brain drain of
acadernic and administtative staff and lo
find appropriate solutions;

endorsing all approved programmes by
accreditation bodies in the Parlner States,
ol courses offered (hrough distance
leaming;

identify training needs in . academic staff
development curriculum reform, teaching
methods and managemenl development for -
university leadership at all levels;

promote curriculum reform in order to equip
graduates wilh the skills and knowledge which
meet the needs of employers as well as needs
for self employment; and conform to the
developiment plans of the Community;

8
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(f

()

(k)
0

(m)

(n)

(n)

(q}'

initiate the development of instilutions of
higher leaming in the Community;

oblige member upiversities lo offer qualily
education to graduates in all academic disciplines;

collaborate with Partner States and other
appropriate  bodies and authorities o
developing strategies for increased investmen
in higher education in the Community,

encourage the exchange of stodents and stall
between member universilics;

conduct subject meetings, conferences and
worlcshops; '

mobilize funds and resources for il activities;

provide scholarships to students and grants to
teaching and research assistants;

establish and grant awards to deserving
students, faculties and individuals for
outstanding contributions to  education,
research or public service;

promote through relevant activities in the
member universilicy, the meaning and value of
East African Unity;

resolve issues in every oppropriale seclor or
activity ol higher education in the Cormumnunity:

receive and handle ns appropriate complaints
from its members; and ;

undertale such other nelivities to further the
objectives of the Council, as the Council may
from time to time determine, '

9
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Annura]’ 7. (1) The Council shall meet at Jeast onoe every year,
Meutings uf . i : |
Cotneil Provided thal anc of sych meetings shall be an’ Annua

Meeting of the Council,

(2) The Annual Meeting of the Council shall comprise
(0).  the Chairperson ol the Council;

.. (b)  all Vice Chancellors and Principals of member
universities:
(c) one representative from the Ministry
responsible for higher education . from each
Partner Stale; and
(d) - one representative from the private sector in
© . each Partner State,

(3) The office of Chairperson of the Annual Meeting
of the Council shall be held on rotational basis by (he
exccutive heads of the host institytions, :

(4) At every meeting of the Annyal Meeting of the:
Council, one third of the represenlativey shall fonm a yuorum,
Provided that there shall be at least one representative from
each Partner State,”

(5) Every question arising at any of the Annual
Meelings of the Council shall be decided by a majority of the
representatives present and voling.

(6) The Chairperson shall have an original vote, and
in the event of an equalily of votgs, he or she may exercise a
casting vote,

(7) The purpose of the Annual Meeting of the Council
shall be to— ‘ ' '

()  determine the general policies of the Couneil;
(b)  approve and amend the general framework for
the work programmes of the Council:

10
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(¢)

receive and endorse the budgel and audiled
accounts of the Council;

review and determine membership subseriptions:

direct the Execulive Commitlee to underake
any task that ls compatible with the- nims und
objectives of the Council;

elect the Chaiperson of the Council on a
blannual basis;

: tlcct the meinbers of the Executive Commifiae
specified under section §; .

receive annual progress. reports on all uctivitie
of the Council; and ;

give professional guidance Lo the Executive
Comynittee and the Sceretariat,

(8) A meeting of the Council Dthcl' (han an Annual
Meeting shall comprise—

(6)

- (b)

one Vice Chancellor lepmscntmg publ
universities from each Partner State:

one Vice Chancellor representing private
universities from each Partncr Staie;

the head ol a higher education regulatory body
in each Partner Sln[t:'

oné representative from the FEasl AhlL'ElIl
Business Council;

one representative of the’ Unwu=;1ly [cnchlng
staft from each Parlner State:

one representative ,from the Assocjation 01
Professjonal Socleties of Easl Alrica;

one representative from a recognized regional
assoclation of Universily - sludents of East
Africa:

L1
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(h)  the Permanent Secrelnry responsible for higher

cducation {ront each Partner State; and-
(1) the Secretary Geveral.

lixeeulfve -8, (1) There is established 0 committee of the Couneil
Commiliee o e ,
lknown as the Executive Committec, -
(2) The Exetutive Commiltee is the executive organ
of the Couneil. ' ® o
(3) The Executive Commlttee shul] comprise—
(a)  the Chairperson of the Council:
(b)  one Vice Chancellor from public universities;
(c)  one Vice Chancellor frum privale univérsitjcs;
(d) one person represent ng heads of nuthoritles

responsible for higher education in each
Partner State; and %

(e) one representulive from the Last African
Buginess Councll.

E\:nu:lll;us of 9 The Excculive Commillee shall, subject Lo the
Jeoulive -

Commities  provislons of this Act carry out the following functions—
(o)  be responsible for all the operntions and
activities of the Council-including apprayal ot
service, [inancial and other regulations;

(b) ensure the realisalion and exceution of {he
general and specific poliay guidelines ‘set out
by the Couneil; C

(c) = direct the ndministrative and financiyl affairy of
the Coureil;

(d) appoinl the staff of the Council;
12
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(e) represent the Council in all legal matters
nffecting it; :

() receive gifts; donations, grants and other
resources and make such-disbursements as moy
be required on behall of the Couricil; and

(g) lake all necessary decisions for the [ulfillment
of the objectives of-the Council.

10, (1) Subject to the provisions of sections 8 and 9, the Meotings ar
) Lixevutive

Exatitive Commiltee shall meet at least two times in each Gommitee

year#nd in such places as il may determine.

"(2) Every meeting ol the Execulive Commiltee shall
be convened by the Execulive Secrelary in consultation with
the Chairperson, it

_(3) The Execulive Secrelary shall issue notice of any
meeting of the Executive Committee not less than twenty eighl
days before lhe meeting and such notice shall contain. a
stalement of the business to be transacted al the meeting.

(4) The Chairperson shall, upan request in wriling
addressed to him or her.by nat less than five members. cause
the Executive Secretary to call an extraordinary meeting of the
Executive Commillee, : .

(5) At every meeting of the. Executive Committee one
third of the members in office, .shall form a quarum, Provided

there is al leusl one universily represenlalive or Government
pepresentative [rom each of the Parter States.

(6) Every meeting shall be presided over by the

" Chairperson, and in his or her absence, by the Vice-

Chairperson and in the absence of the Vice-Chairperson; the
mmembers ‘present and constituting o quorum shall elecl a
temporary Chairperson from among themselves,

L3
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i (7) The members of the Executive Committee shall
clect from among their number, a Vice Chairperson.

(8) Every question arising at any meeling of the
Governing Board shall be determined by a majarity of the
melmibers present and voling.

- (9) The Chairperson of the Lixecutive Commitlee
i shall have an original vote and in case of an equality of votes,
he or she may exercisc a easting vote, -

(10) The Executive Comunitlce may transact any of its
business other than consideration of the budget by circulation of
papers, and any decision made in wriling by (he majority of the
members to the Executive Conunittee shall be as valid as it il had
been made at o meeting of the Executive Committee,

(11) The representation and participation in the
activities of Lhe Execulive Committea shall be on the basis of
_ equal participants from each Partner Stale regardless of the
o ' number of member universilies in any given Partner State.

Bhndla {1, (L) The Council shall establish standing committees

commiiles oot . . : :

o , i lo assist-it in the carrying out of its [unctions and may delegate
lo any commiltes such functions as it may consider {it, and

subject lo such conditions as the Council may determine.

(2) Members of the commitlees established under
subsection (1) of this section shall be elected from amongyt
members of the Council, Provided that every Partner State .
shall be represented by two representatives one [tom outside o
universily selting and members of the Executive Committee
are ineligible [or election,

(3) Every Commitlee shall be gaverned by rules mado
.. by the Council.

14
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12, (1) The Executive Committec may from lime lo time
establish spccnalmud and other committees as it may determine;
to assist it in the cairying oul of its funclions and may delugate
lo any :commitlee such functions as il may consider fil, and
subject to such conditions as it may d&l‘ﬁl‘l'lllll'lﬁ.

(2) I:vaay Committes shall determine its own
procedute for the conduct of its meetings.

13; (D There is established a $ecretm'iat of the Council,

(2) The Secretariat shall be composed of the Executive
Secretary, the Deputy Executive Secrctary and such other staff os

the Executive Committee may from lime to time appoint, -

(3) The Executive Seeretary and staff of " the
Secretariat shall be.appointed on such terms and conditions of
service as the Council of Ministers may determine,

(4) The Executive Seuc,truy shall be !hc pnnupa]
executive officer of the Council and shall—

(n)  be the Semetaw to the Executwa Commlt(cr:
(b)  be the Accounting Officer of the Council;-
(c)  keep the records of the Coﬁncil;
(d) implément_the decisions of the Council; and
(e) perform such oﬂﬂar duties ay the Council and
the Exccutive Committee may require,

(5) The Exﬁcutwa Secrelary shall attend all meetings
of the Council and the Executive Committee and of - ll.b
committees but shall not be entitled to vote in such meetings.

. ".(6) The Executive Secretary may delegate sume of hiy
or her duties to othér officers of the Council as he or she may

deem fil,
|
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Huitelgquariers

(7).The office of the Executive Secretary shall be held
on contract for a period of five years and shall nol be
renewable.

(8) The post of Executive Sccretary Ash_all—-——

() be held on a rotational basis among Partner
States:

‘ (i) upon falling vacanl, be adverlised in all the
Partner Stales, '
(9) The office of the Deputy Executive Secretary

shall be held on contract for a period of three years which may
be renewable once; and shall be rotational amdng Puartner

‘States.

(10) The post of Deputy Executive Secretary shall,
upon falling vacant, be advertised in all the Partnct States.

(11) The modalities for the appointment and the
nature of the rotation for the Executive Secretary and Députy
Executive Secretary, shall be determined by (he Executive
Commiltee.

Part UI—MISCELLANEOUS
14, (1) The llcadquarlers of the Council shall be located

in Kampala in the Republiv of Uganda. :

(2) The Headquarters shall be the permanent seal of
the Council and shall nol be transferred unless the Council of

. Ministers so decldes with the approval of the Assembly.

(3) Any teunsfer of the headquarters lemporarily to
unother looation shall not constitute a removal of the
headquarters, unless there Is an express decision by the
Council of Minislers to that effect. -

16
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15. (1) The Council shall be financed dicectly by
Governments of the Partner States in accordance with the
budgel prepared by the Executive Committee and approved by
the East African Legislative Assembly.

(2) Other- sources of finance shall include
membership Fees and granls from development partners and
other sources to be approved by the Executive Committee.

(3) The income and property of the Council shall be

used for the promotion ol the objectives ol the Council.

~ (4) A member university which [ails to honour its
obligations under sub section (2) is liable to suspension,

(5) A member university suspended 1in: accordance

with sub section (4) shall cease to enjoy the benefits provided

under this Act, but shall continue to be bound by membership
obligations until the suspensian iy lifted. ;

t6. (1) The Council shall keep proper accounts and records
of ils transactions and affairs and shall ensure thal thé moneys
recovered are properly brought to account, all payments outofits

money are correctly made and properly authorised and: that

adequale control is maintained over its property. -

(2) The annual accounts. ol the Cauncil shall be
audited by the Audit Commission or an audilor appointed by
the Audit Commijssion. Co o :

".(3) The Council shall wi_thln three months atter the
and ol each financial year submit— %o

() tothe Council of Ministers an annual repott in
respect of that year, containing—

(i)  the financial statements;

7
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Privilegas

uned
immunilies

 Repulitiuns

(i) areport on the operations of the Council;

(iii) anaudit of the procurement pracesses far
goods and services, and

(iv) such other information as the Executive
Committee may deem appropriate; and

(b). o the Audit Commission—

(i)  the accounts of the Council for the
financial year just ended; and-

(i)  the annual report referred (o in paragraph
(n) of this sub-section,

(4) The Audit Commission shall audil the accounts of
the Council submitted to it within three months and deliver to
the Executive Comumitlee and the Council of Ministers the
audited accounts and Lheir report on the audit. ‘

(5) The Council of Ministers shall cauge lo be [aid
before the East African Lepislative Assembly for
consideration, the annua) report together with a copy of the

teport of the Audit- Commission within six months after

receiving them.

17. The Partner States shall grant the Council the status,
privileges and immunities pertaining to the Community in
accordance with article 138 of the Treaty.

18, The Council of Ministers may, by slatulory
instrument after consultation with the Executive Commiltee,
make regulations for the better carrying into effect the
provisions of this Act.

18
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I signify my assent to the Bill

Date of Assent:

Signed:.......... /.1

Date of Assent:. ..

Signed:...'............

Date of Assent:....}. 7.

S Py e e TPy gy L L
T TR S S S e R SR TS e ey

o

B e ot e e






