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Functions: section 5 (1) of the Universities 
Act No. 42 of 2012 

• 1.  Promote the objectives of university education;

• 2.  Advise the cabinet secretary on policy relating to university 
education;

• 3.  Promote, advance, publicize and set standards relevant in the 

quality of university education, including the promotion and support 
of internationally recognized standards;

• 4.  Monitor and evaluate the state of university education systems 

in relation to the national development goals;

• 5.   License any student recruitment agencies operating in Kenya 
and any activities by foreign institutions;

• 6.  Develop policy for criteria and requirements for admission to 
universities;



Functions: section 5 (1) of the Universities 
Act No. 42 of 2012 

• 7.  Recognize and equate degrees, diplomas and certificates 

conferred or awarded by foreign universities and institutions in 

accordance with the standards and guidelines set by the commission 
from time to time;

• 8.  Undertake or cause to be undertaken, regular inspections, 

monitoring and evaluation of universities to ensure compliance 

with the provisions of this Act or any regulations made under 
section 70;

• 9.  On regular basis, inspect universities in Kenya;

• 10.  Approve universities in Kenya;

• 11.  Regulate university education in Kenya;

• 12.  Approve and inspect university programmes in Kenya;

• 13.  Promote quality research and innovation



CUE VISION AND MISSION

• Our Vision: Accessible, relevant and 
sustainable quality university education

• Our Mission:  To regulate and assure quality 
university education by setting standards 
and monitoring compliance to achieve 
global competitiveness



HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DECLARATION

1. Summit recognized the progress 
made by IUCEA in preparing the 
community for a common higher 
higher education area;

2. The EAC is declared a common 
higher education area and 
declaration signed by the Heads 
of State (Summit);

3. Council of ministers directed to 
ensure harmonization of 
education;

4. IUCEA tasked with technical 
mandate to guide the process.



BASIS FOR THE DECLARATION

1. Summit recognized the progress made 
by IUCEA in preparing the community 
for a common higher higher education 
area;

2. Regional Quality Assurance Framework 
whose pillars are:

i. Policy framework- principles and 

guidelines for QA in HE in the EAC

ii. Regional QA instruments

iii. Benchmarks for academic quality

iv. EAQFHE (2015)

v. EAQAN

vi. Staff mobility framework

vii. Student mobility policy



KEY POLICY DOCUMENTS



KEY QA INSTRUMENTS

9



SUBJECT BENCHMARKS

SUBJECT BENCHMARKS

1. Business Studies

2. Education

3. Computer Science

4. Medicine

5. Agriculture

6. Engineering

7. Health Informatics



Implementation in Kenya

• University Regulations 2014

• University Guidelines and Standards 2014

• Kenya Universities Quality Assurance Networks

• The EAC Common Fees Model/Framework

• Hosting EAC scholars- under KFW and EAC SMS

• EAC students admitted and studying in Kenyan 

Universities
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Some Challenges

• Policy/harmonization

• Institutionalization- culture of practice

• Education reforms

• Funding

• Diversity of education systems



CLOSING REMARKS: WHY THE EACHEA MUST SUCCEED:

1. Original design of HE in EA was based on a Common HEA-

i. The University of East Africa, Makerere University

ii. Journals in East Africa ( Transition, Journal of HE- what happened)

iii. Three original universities after 1970 specialised- training for the whole 

region

a. Nairobi (Engineering, Architecture, Science and technology)

b. Law, Social sciences, humanities

c. Makerere (Medicine and health sciences, Agriculture, Veterinary 

science)

2. National regional pride- dignity

3. Shaping our destiny- regional solutions for regional problems

4. Global competitiveness
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